News

by Hlancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/506976157

Times Colonist (Victoria, British Columbia, Canada) -

Thu, Aug 13, 1970 -

Page 1

Downloaded on Mar 5, 2024

8Tth Year, No. 56 Xk

VICTORIA, B.C., THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 1970

ERe PRICE: 10 CENTS

DISMAL GRAVEYARD of snags make Bear Creek and
Diversion reservoirs north of Sooke not only ugly but
useless. Helmeted forest worke er right foreground
{see black arrow) provides contrast to show sk of grey

]

stand of shattered tree trunks. Both reservoirs are drained
for repairs to dams. They hold water o feed Hydro's
Jordan River power station. Hydro is not taking oppor-

tunity to remove snags due to cost.

Valley of Snags
An 'Obscene Sight

By DON VIPOND

Fourteen miles morthwest of
Sooke lie the Bear Creek ‘and
Diversion reservolrs, helping feed
B.C. Hydro's power plant at Jordan
River,

Both date from early in this
century, long before there was any
law requiring such land be cleared
before flooding.

At the moment, both reservoirs
are “drawn down" dl'xlbﬁi whik
work is being done on their
What is left on dJupI.l} ll an ahm'ru'
stand of grey snags.

It's been suggested the reservoirs
could be converted 1o lakes for people
— with fishing, swimming, possible
even camping someday.

The snags would have to be cut
while lhry are empty. The debris
could be hauled out when they are
reflooded. One estimate puts the cost
at §30,000.

At the momeni, Hydro has a
contractor at work among the snags
in the Bear Creek reservoir, salvag-
ing cedar for shakes. His operation is
small and ksn't making a dent on the
mess.

Is there any urgency? The

reservolrs will be drained again next
summer for more work on the dams,
After that, the water will be in the
way.

Hydro today said “no” to the
clearing project.

Charles Nash, manager of the
corparate services division, nid from
Vangouver that Hydro fi
ture of public funds to dunr the
reservoirs at this time ks not justified.

In a nutshell, Hydro can't afford
it mow but it might reconsider in the
future.

Nash noted that the Elliott dam
reservolr which is being developed
further down the Jordan River will
be red and relatively more
accessible.

And he said lnm because the
Jgrdun River plant is basically 1o
he\p handle peak hydro loads, he
couldn't see any reason why the Bear
(& ind Diversion reservoirs

couldn’t be drained again for cutting
if rhm- s & change in policy.
The reservoirs are nasrow, about
4 quartermile wide. The one dam-
ming Bear Creek is about two miles
long. Diversion Reservoir, on the
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