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JORDAN RIVER FROM HI

“There was a terrific place to go
fishing and hunting,” he said. “It
was one of the best places a kid
could grow up.”

Ross’s family moved to Colwood,
andthe Michelsens moved toSooke:

in the mid-to-late ‘80s, when the |

logging industry collapsed.
“People moved away and it was
pretty much Shakies and surfers.

for a long time out there,” said |
Ross, adding her grandparents
finally retired about 15

years ago,
By the time Pite bought the
house — which had a cracked

foundation, crumbling walls and

broken windows — for the princely
sum of $28,000, the hamlet was
starting to shrink. I remember
when I was first here in 1987, the
elementary school was just being
demolished” Pite said.

MEEKERD REVIEW

THE FUTURE OF
JORDAN RIVER

Except for the Cold Shoulder
Café, which serves homemade

* cookies and fresh coffee to the re-

is in apermanent state of quiet.
B.C. Hydro also bought 15 hect-
ares in the flood zone, including
the old townsite, from the Capital
Regional District for $3.13 million.
Pite said behasnever been pres-
suredby B.C. Hydro to selland has.
received a letter statingthe hydro
authority has no intention of ex-

propriating the land.

“They do ask meif I've changed
my mind, but they haven't said:
“You better sell” Everyone thinks
Hydro is forcing peaple out, but
Hydro didn't force anyone out. ™

Hofmeyr said Pite’s place is not
:p]aw.]usl nmudulllﬂhr.lh[n,

worth savi

butits

JORDAN RIVER'S HISTORY: “I think it's Illlfnﬁlmlll! that all

BOOM AND BUST those houses are going because it
In tracing its history, Jordan will look even more desolate,” he

River has always been a boom said.

i Pitesaid e not lookingforward
boom, which started in 1907 and to the day when all waterfront
lasted until the 1980s, Canadian homes, except for his, dis
‘Puget Sound Lumber and Timber “I'm not sure I really like the
m-.dwmi? mm idea, I'm not happy with all the
employed| ‘people. houses going ™

wunity reached 1,000 people Ross, 100, said on her frequent
in the early 1900s. visits to the place where shegrew
c dectric damwas built up, “it makes me sad every time [
by Vancouver Iskand Power Co. be- go out there and something s dif-
hmmﬂidlqu‘:m::um ferent, something’s gone.
yeara was] con- But the café’s owner, Josh Con-
nect the community to Sooke. standinou and his wife Christine
“That was the heyday,” said Eli- Winsby, do not want Jordan Riv-
da Peers, a historian at the Sooke er’% story to be ane of boarded-up
Region Museum. *In the 1920s, homes and demolished buildings.
they had an orchestra, they About 100new homes have been
playing field, they had a really big built up the hill, populated by surf-
community” ers, retirees and young families.
In 1935, Duncan Irvine Walker here, there were 200 men in the industry adozen kids un-
built the Jordan River Hotel, its camp in the bunk houses that unionized, which lifted wages. 16.
pub a popular drinking hole. The Inthe 1920s, worked in the woods,” he said. “Lcan honestly say Thadareally At least two of the waterfront
hotel was razed by fire in 1984. thei had Poirier saidthe safetystandards  nice life living in Jordan River,”  homes will bemoved upthehill, in-
Dick Poirier’s family moved to ey had an were minimal to nonexistent in said Poirier, who lives on a hill cluding Doug Harveystwo-storey
Jordan River in 1939, when Poiri- orchestra, they those days. “It was hard work and just cast of the hamlet with his  modern home, which hisarchitect.
er was eight years old. His f heid el d:lmm:miwmi!nlhmdxys! wife Doreen. son designedand he built 10 years
moved the family from Victoria ad a playing m-mnplefdlxguki!lnd.’ In1962, ago. Harvey
to take ajobwith Canadian Puget field, they had 1 Sowichan Cop- i its new location and build an-
Sound Lumber. Poirier followed areally bi dmﬂ-em-d. Pﬁnﬂmﬂ.'urm per, which brought an influx of  other home closer to Sooke.
in his father's footsteps, working Y g ather s The Ce s the unof-
7years. / Pairicr 1963 after ficial hub, but an old
“When 1 first started working e ions, and residents  Western Forest Productsbuildi
° r onis on the ar the Wel-
I.lnt the mine tailings poisoned come to Jordan River sign could
marine life, soiled the beach and  soon fill that role. The building
Ieﬁ-»trmgudm has been donated by the CRD to
the which was set

sion dam between 1969 and 1971
created a boom for the emnomy
with 350 employees sef

in work camps. Tt was a -rclmme
injection following the cxodus by

to meet there on Saturday for a
potluck dinner and a discussion
of the future.

jayne Jackaman, whomWinsby
Julnnyy refnrﬂd to nlhe mynr

However, the dam reconstruc-
tion ereated tension with surfers,

fewotherresidents and. ualld,w?n)c
it's carly days, there's a bubbling

removedfill at low tideand moved
itto the dam site. Two 19-year-old
surfers quoted in a Sept_9, 1969,
edition of the Daily Colonist said
they were warried th

“There’s lots going on, there’s
still a very engaged community
that lives in the area,” said Jacka-
‘man, whobought a pieccof proper-

il but

hlelng ﬁug away. would threaten

built his home two years ago, “It's
but

Harry a journalist writ-
ing in the Daily Colonist on
Nov. 2, 1969, reflected on the un-
dulations of Jordan River's boom
and bust times.

we want to move on. We'rehoping
the Cold Shoulder will remain as
the last remmant of what the old
commanity was

tssad, this isall Jordan River

e was,” C said

town does, but once the construc-

‘West Coast Road. “But now it’s up

clapsed toits

there,” he said,
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