
NEVER TOO OLD 
~ • 

:;4 •o/t • •po~n, /air compus-

ioned eJ,krfy m an of medium 
M~hl and build, a kind and open 
foe~ that slaOllJS no lainl of emo­
tional. ml!ntal or play1ical 1iroin.s, 

• claft!ry •rniu antl bfiBhl bDink­
fin6 Pt!!Y ~e.. 

That· s a picture ol.. ;Jolm Elliot ol. M5 ~ 
Geo~ T erraee, retired superintendent al. power 
stations ol. ~ Brttilb Wumbia Hydro, wtth an 
e~ueal reoanl al. O ,ean at. ta.ithful se:rviee 
ta the! com~. and one al. its former key 
m~rs al the staff. 

This itl the man in whoee honor the span.king 
new and spacklos Elliott dam at Jordan Riva to 
be opened next year is bein& named. 

M en~ hil name any w!»en a.ro-.md ~ 
r,aru and there ui sure to be 90m~ who knows 
Jack &s his friends and numerous acquaintances 
e11ll him. He is one ot the many int.Pnsting 
penoilts ..-ittl a colorful bacqround in this city. 

),fr. Elliott'• popularity don DOt ~ merely in 
his per'90Ml qualitift, and the affe-ctj(Jl1 his 
character inspi:l'es .In his ftie'lds and e'9ft1 chance 
acq,,Mintana9, pt in Im many talents. ~ 
C0\-'"1!1' • wide arid varied ~ which prove that 
be poss.t"SSell • natural versatility i11 add.iti01> to 
an adn·ntttrom spirit, and • fOJ"lr.ar~ookina: 
outiook. 0vl!l" die }'earl Jot., EDiott has been 
eni,.gPd in • •a.st number al. eivic, . community 
and cultural activities. 
~ 1"WI the pmut froto being • mmician, 

achool boa.rd traste-e fer the Jordan Rh1er and 
Sooke atta, chamber al. eommerce presidfflt. viu-­
p-esident of 1he Assocf.at'!d Ownben ol 
Commerce ol. VancouveT Island, life member ol. 
the Sooke-Jardan RiYI'!!' °'8.mber o( Com.mttce. 
Boy Scout gcwemor, aoaimunity lHder, choir 
~htt. Swxlay -School 12-ache,-. Jmti~ or the 
Peace for British ~umbia. ID bolder al. the St. 
1obn Ambulanoe medaDUL 

In addition 10 lllll eivic and ott'lf"T' 11ccomplish­
me:1ts. he ha.a extubited a spirit at leadership in 
tb1! ~ld al. spcrt. 

E\~ry pmgnm l'W! has lsunctw-d 5C far hu 
stayed afloat. AD form• ol -,.art bot!, indoClr and 
t:Qtdoor have beoesJ a.mmc Im fa'1'Drit@ activities. 

He h.as ~ ac.tive]y engaged in bueball, 
basketball. fishing, hiltin1, tennis . prosptttlnc. 
bunting, IIWimmJn&, lndocr ftve-pin bawling. 
dancinl?. ~ and ahrw.e aD g,oH. 

Re lh-ed and WOi ka! Jn the Jordan M"ff a'l"e1l 
for 39 >••rw. and ~ame ·tn90h.•ed in ~TY 
pl\.CI am II f'ffactiltg the welJ hrinl' of the eotiJ'e 
district 11.nd adjaeent areas. Re was prime mowr 
in 1M formatitln ol tlllf! Jordan Ri'\.'ff Athk-tic 
Community AaoeJation which put J<WCla.D Jti•er 
on the map 50 J'IMl'S ap. 

A.I a remit Ill 195C tw was awarded an 
bonon.t:'· lit~ mem~q, m the aSSOt"iati<W1. Hit 
pic:meerin~ q:,irit .impirf'd and WU ~ mottvating 
~ bt>hind a large number ol projeds. and he 
OOlltn"butt"d extswslvely 1owardl the d~•e)opmet,I 
ol. h e!t~ ~ -

In reminiac:ing «m ~ thnN .1adi: Elliot 
1111,-.: 

''Lit@ ,.... r.11Dy nci~ tn ~ by~le 
da~. W'e ~ed hard and we Illa)~ hard. We 
raiwod ~ by raffles and mt,er meam and 
built a ~-mna.sjum. and tainis and badmintan 
COQrt!l. We cleared a awa.mp and turned it imo a 
bast>ba U diamood. 

•~ su:m.rn65 Wl!tt for m gkrioos times 
wttti picnics fm t:hr childrffl, and outings al an 
decripfi,m m which e'ftTy'IXJ!e in the district 
jome-d. ~ e wou)d go prospectinll'. exploring e~a 
and sTJPni11g time ir.l the bush 'nM!'D in ~~n we 
l nmted t?"f"OUtN!. ~ - bhlck bean and dudes. In 
WiDt.er there wu a 'lot tn occupy our ti.me with 
basketbaD tn h eookhoaMa and u:atmc parties. 
We 114!10 had an ~ght..piec,e or-c~t'Ml. and M! 

bought our °'"' in:stn.nnerm and someti:n'M!s 
playt"d a.t Sooll:IP. On S.lurda_y niehts we had 
dances , and ~ aoclaJ affa.in attrac~ girltl 
from ll1l aro&md, and many of fhem .found lite 
partners.' ' 

-rben theft were ahvQ'I card plJlying and 

r@ftttal c&r'CUlinl. We were just me ~ happ,J' 
family," ~ eDN pied. 

But durlng 1tld t:1111@ Mr. E1liaU ~ver 
~ upgradinR ~If and furtherlng bis 
educaticm where hill work •u coocernrd. In 
Mdrr to keep abffut al his job which became 
more and more import.vit and Mmandi.ng u time 
•mt 01'1 he tool£ a oour-e ln el~triclty by 
correspond@nce. Althougjl the work was enjoy.able 
yet then- ~ m&ny problem.I and i1 wu 
e:acting, with him be-ing on bis fttt moat ol dle 
time. 

By 1\111.1,ICENT UNDO 

He had tu ~trol • !up staff with e1d:n 
peoJMe bl!l.ll,t hired dll'ring the summer. "Jbei 
the-re 'lft'N! the ra.JmtnJUS toun around ~ plant. 
and ttW! ~ntertaiftlrc ol aocial and fratffnal 
CT'OUPI 1ucli u ~ Kiwlanis Oub. Four X Oub. 
Optimist Oub. Rntary and odul!n. There was alto 
a constard ~ffie ~ ~ tetw. writers. news­
pa~en, publjc relations and publicity people. 

la addition~ •-ere regular visit.s traa, W!f7 
lmporta.tJt ~ and no~ p,,n.onae:es 111.1ch a.1 

ttw- l?l'.Wernor ~n-nal. the pn,mier of the provmce, 
the mayor ol. VJctA:lria. ttll! a.ldenneo. ductan. aJ>d 

,omr nLJOft 

- ..... .,,. .,. ... ... n--

Pl!'OIW' from u far 1wa.:, as Koo~ and otbet' 
distant places acroa the country. 

Enty summrr fm' at ll!d fS'\.'I! ,ea.n th! 
.Jordan RJver plant .-u a ~ of escitemeut 
witt. a «w1COIJl"9C! al. ,isillrl an a conductNI 
sights~mc tour with Jaclr as the bast.. 

Among the flU'ic:Jus inteustini1t it@rm in the 
B.C. Hydro file ooncenunc J<Wdall Rh'm" ii thl!! 
Noe0rC1 al. a risit ol Priemiff 01.J\-er and bis staff 
in lD- It was in the daJ'9 when the plaat was not 
u dewdoeecl as it ia :noa'. Today, Jack ~n. 
that visit •-nh a t9'tain amount ol pride u he 
wu mJy a ~ man at the time. He ~ls an 
added ,dOICI' cw~ ~ rapid de'l.--..1,npnlietll ol. the 
River and reg&rds It as his .RCaDd hmne. 

Mr. Elliott'. birthpbee and boyhood home 
Wf!tt rieh! he.ft an Va.llCOU'Vft Wand. not acrta 
the ye,an bu bf, t"Vtt tn0$'Pd away mm, these 
Pacific ~ - In fact 1w is one ol fhosl!' m-Pn 
with a share o1. thr .,..., blue mes in rua 
eyes. He is alm ~ ~ ttlOlW' nearty indertruetiblfl 
ehanctffs tbat are a spN!ial pr,,dud ol. the west 
MUt and \'ictmia in ~. 

Jahn Yackerm~ Elliot1 WM born at Burmid4! 
tn 1.894. and attiN!ded Elk LaJr.e Scboioa •'hen 
Prof"801' F S. Wood t.a~ lbeft uumd 19G3. 
~ .-as the first JIOl.llle;Kttt '° put out of Enc 

Lake elemental"J at~ age al 14. and ia a prim@ 
exampk ol. the kind al citm!ll that thil school 
pr-oducrd. From URN be atunded ~ old Victoria 
Hildl ill the dayw 9/hen it .,.. an ~ site now 
oecupied b7 tht! CmtnJ Jmuor mo, School. 
flit onl7 complaint IDdaJ ii that bl! has .lost track 
ol. moo ol bia act-w- .hnahlS wt.mi be aid were a 

• 

~ lotch. Re aim taught in th!! Slmday Sc_. 
at St. .Bunabq Oturcb at CuJk and Caledonia 
when 1w wu coafinned. ~ •u a member ~ 
the ddr, and a.lways went am Summn cam .. t11 
.UaJIII\ and Satuma ialanda u a croup. 

Bui It wu DIU9le which Wb origfriaUy U.. 
mn.ns wheftby John Elliott u a JOUn« m•n 
decidl!d 'Clo leave hb nati'1e VJctorta a.net settle In 
:Jordan ft.lVl!!f'. H@ had left schiool and wu then 
~ with Cecil Heab:ln who ran file ~io 
dt-partmmt at ttW! forml!I' Dlrid Speneer 
dep&t"tlnert ~ befell'I! Eaa·, took o'll'tt. He 
~•Iced In the music &!plrtment for a ~ am a 
half and ihoralehly enjoyed it. 1h-tt (me nJcftl hit 
went out to Jordan JU,,er to play the pano fir a 
dance_ Ol!ee thrN! hit feU in tcwe wtth the place., 
and on tfwo .spur ~ ~ D'IOIDl!nt Mdded 1n nnu..ta 
there. 

He f~t th-at herw! at Jut he bad fnl.md a lltfle 
niche .. ~ hit bl)~nta could e,,me into fol) play 
and bl! ~Id ean-e a path fat hitnaielf_ 11u _.; 
away bec-..lt ln ll16. and he foDOIPled a hancb 11,en 
•nd hu n~'llft' •tn~ h11d occasion to lnr~ baelt Ra 
ha11 many happy m~ of the time spem in 
•lX'h pleaunt f!ll'lvl-ronmed. P.@ immediately 21Jt a 
~ at th~ weJ~ ILC. Hydro <Plant u 
tifflf'k'ttJlift'. 

. From ttw,, on it was ar1 IJpW'!>m cfl~b with 
his beoeomin,[ in .,cttflion et1ler. OOt"ntrr. 
engi~r In cha.r'-n. and lastly fjfl ma u.. 
lmpnrtant P'lamorJ d pant IUJ)erintend.-nt. 

0urtnt- this time he N4 hirM-elf 'Whr-14!-
hN~ into ~ Jfiue al ~ ooentian, and 
pertic1patfid in~ torm ol acthity in~ area. 

. "'I ~ ~rne1rmt bi.rot ,i feTinw 10 lif~ ~ 
artificial ~ration. which I had leame-d in three 
~an• al. tnlnin~ widl the St. Jolvt Arnbu1~. 
B 0 wu e~trncuted """ h,i,dly bun,t 1ftd W1'5 in 
the tw.:pitJaJ fur • yea_ 'nlat was away hlldr in 
lffl. I am \'ff'Y hantw to &ay he Jived and nised 
• family Be Jost d•,... two years aeo,'" Jac:t said 
In his own modest way. • • 

It lf!f'tnl!d thllt so far wt,,.t.-ver be tar.kW. he 
biclcled hal'd aN! ~vely always pmfourc 
thruuot, to thl! uJ~ mcoess ~ e-nvis--- ta, him.-lt. _ ..... 

Al'P.r !! Yl'!ll" at ~orde Rh"l!'r Mr EIJlntf 
~ In Vlctoria tn take up the paaition fll. 

aJ~rilrt~t ~ an B.C. Rvdro st11~<Q1 "" the 
hl11.nd. Re enntintl@d in fftis capacity uotil bill • 
rem 1!11161f a few :,ear.a ago. 

He is one al ~ ,._ me, tDday 1lll'tn is lll!"ft!I' 
too md for work ar ~•:,. 

At ■ft 68 .Mr'111 ■fleto his ~ment tt,f9 
rem&R.:1111:lie m11n laanchrd out i1'1J:n am en~ly 
llf!'W ■nd er:~ffiftg ~F'N'1". H@ apnl1ed to a mntor 
ail <:ampury far a j:Jb U a sa1HmaJl, .,.jat to 
~ bu~ ... a.nd was 1a.elCl!'l)te-d. Within two monthl 
be di:llpb~ his p:wwwCM h1 ulean~nship by 
~1Unst ORft 13.000 WDl"1b tlf 1hiP product wbicll 
IIUt1Jl'ised and deliihtw!d the company. 

StiD he had nlenty ol. ~ to I.if outside c-1 hi9 
&ll~tful Stratis hnme ~ 1'W! hu -
unobl:bucted vies d the .111!!8. and watch llbipa ltD 
hr Rf' ■Isa play■ brid .... at'ld i■ on flw l"e'tired 
ffl'.IP~ team d the B.C. BJ"llro i1t lDdoor .fi:ft­
pin~. 

ffls t:Nm had the honor,..~~ Affll'llt 
tmnhv played •~a.inst VA110a1.-e,, and tbe 
mainland 
- ''"nle da,-s an- too sbnr1 t'll!M9, .. HJ'II laelr ta 

Mel"fll'loe to hjs vari<'Ms artivtties. "1 can't cnm 
etiiO-h lat.r., them.'' 

The }'lean many 1hoogt, tbeiy he shidl have 
s,aDPd OV@T' hi• bead la\"1!' not fut owed the bn,w 
oor dim.med the bri1d1Lllc"SS ol. his ~ as ~ 
.-ould hll~ al~· cSon,p witti mnBf mm • ,enw 
his ;c.tiar Ru firm rugged frame ClUT1l!!S a 
■urpriaine n-.sil~n~ fo!' a man al. 15 who bu 
aecnrnpli.sbPd ., mtlt'.h.. 

Re ta aJiv~ and ~nt has I caJm fOl'C@l'ul 
dui~cter. 1!11 buo)"lnt ~nonaJjty_ and a strobe 
lX'l)-SJcaJ mmina. This i.s p~-ed b:, his ability to 
still sort hat'd at •Jling. and play golf reeu)ar)y 
two mmnJngs a week. IIJ'>d a IAlt'Pl"is.inttfy J!O()CI 
ga~ iw P'~. 1DQ. n is JUitfve!y .. Ihilarattnc 
to bP hJ the company~ rneia mcti u Jam l:lliott. 

Why does Jack ,a,(tt and still take • liftly 
intt-rest In 11D many thm~. and ~ad su~h a fuD 
and sflfflllw;,j physical life! "To keep from 
ptting md and crot.dlet;y, and to ~ ~ ... 
be says. 

ftlll DallJ OIMIIW-PA.GI: 9 
a.--,7, .N•.-ber a. .11• 




