NEVER TOO OLD

"4 soft-spoken, foir complex-
ioned elderly man of medium
height and build, a kind and open
face that shows no hint of emo-
tional. mental or physical strains,
a cheery smile and bright twink-
ling grey eyes.

That's a picture of Joln Elliot of 305 King
George Terrace, retired superintendent of power
stationz of the British Chlumbia Hydro, with an
exceptional reaord of 43 years of faithful service
ta the company, and one of its former key
merbers of the staff,

This ia the man in whose honor the spanking
new and spacions Ellictt dam at Jordan River to
be opened next year is being named.

Mention his name anywhere aroimd these
parts and there is sure to be someone who knows
Jack as his friends and numerous acquainiances
eall him. He i one of the many interesting
persons with a enlorful background in this city.

Mr. Elliott's popularity does not lie merely in
his personal qualities, and the affection his
character inspires in his friecis and even chance
Roqiia Intanced, t in his many tzlents. Thete
cover a wide and varied range which prove that
he possescex m natura] versatility in addition to
sn adventurous spirit, and a farwardJooking
outionk. Over the yearz Jahn Elliott has been
engaged in 8 wvast number of eivic, community
and cultural activities.

These run the gamut from being 8 musician,
school board trostee for the Jordan River and
Sooke area, chamber of commerce president, vice-
president of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce of Vancouver Island, life member of
the Sogke-Jardan River Chamber of Commerce,
Boy Scout governor, coanmumity leader, choir
member, Sunday School teacher, Justice of the
Peace for British Columhbia, &0 bolder of the St
John Ambuilance medallion.

In addition to his civic and other accomplish-
ments. he has exhibited & spirit of leadership m
the Geld of sport.

Every program he has lsanched so far has
stayed afioat Al forms of gport both indoor and
outdoor have been among his favorite activities,

He has been actively engaged in hasehall,
baskethall, fishing. hiking, termis prospecting,
bunting, swimming indocar five-pin  bowling,
dancing bridgee and abowe all golf.

He lived and worked in the Jordan river area
for 39 years, and became “Involved In every
program affecting the well being of fhe entire
district and adjacent areas. He was prime mover
in the formation of the Jordan River Athletic
Coammunity Association which put Jordas River
on the map 50 years ago.

As 8 resplf in 1956 he was awarded sn
honorary life membership in the sssociation. His
pianeering spirit inspired and was the motivating
force behind g large number of projects, amd he
contributed extensively towards the development
of the entire area,

In reminiscing on those times Jack ETiot
EAays:

“Life waa really exeiting in those bvpone
days. We worked hard and we played hard. We
raised money by raffles amd other means and
built 2 symnasium. and tennis and badminton
courts. We cleared a swamp and turned it into &
baseball diamaond.

“The cummers were for o glrions times
with picnics for the children, and outings of all
description In which everymne in the distriet
joimed. We would go prospectine, explaring creeks
and spening time in the bush. Then in season we
hunted orouse, deer. biack bearz and ducks. In
winter there was a lot to occupy our time with
basketball in the cookhouse and skating parties.
We aieo had an eight-piece orchestra, and we
bought our owm mstruments and sometimes
played mt Sooks. On Saturday nights we had
dances, and these socisl affairs attracted girls
from all around, and many of fhem found life
partners.

*Then there were always card playing and

general caromsing. We were just ane large happy
family,” he econchided.

But during this time Mr. Ellioit never
neglected upegrading himself amd furthering his
education where him work was concerned. In
order to keep abreast of hiz job which became
more and more important and demanding as time
went on he tonk a onurse im electricity by
correspondence. Although the work was enjoyable
yet there were many problems and it was
exacting, with him being on his feet most of the
time.

By MILLICENT LINDO

He had to controd 8 large staff with extra
people being hired during the summer. Then
there were the pumerous tours sround the plant,
and the emertaming of social and fraternal
groups such ag the Kiwanis Club, Four X (Qub,
Optimizt Club. Rotary and others. There was also
a oonstamt traffic of reporters, writers, news-
Papermen, publie relations and publicity people.

In addition there were regular visits from very
important people and noted persanages such as
the grwernor general, the premier of the province,
the mayor of Victaria, the aldermen, doctors, and

JOHN FLINDTY
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people from az far away ms Montreal and other
distant places across the coundry.

Eviry summer for at leaft Gve years the
Jordar River plant was a scene of excitement
with a ewmcourse of visittrs on & conducted
sightseeimng tour with Jack as the host

Among the warious inlevesting items n the
B.C. Hydro file concerning Jordan River im the
reeord of a visit of Premier Oliver and his staff
i 1920. It was in the days when the plant was not
a2z developed Be it is now. Today, Jack recalls
that vizit with a sertain amount of pride as he
was only a young man at the time. He feels an
added glow over the rapid development of the
River and regards it as his secand hame.

Mr. Ellictt's birthplace and bovhood bome
were right here on Vancouver Island, nor across
the years has be sver moved away from these
Pacific shoreg. In fact he i one of those men
with 2 share of the west’'s hipe skies in his
eves. He is alsn one of thoee nearly indestructible
characters that are a special product of the west
coast and Victoria in particular.

John Mackenzie Ellictt was born at Burmnszide
In 18%., and attended Elk Lake School when
Profezmsor ¥ S Wood taught there around 1903,

He was the first youngztsr to pass out of Elk
Lake slementary at the age of 14, and is & prime
exampe of the kind of citizen that this schond
produced. From there he attended he old Vicioria
High in the days when it was on the sile now
occupied by the Central Jumior Hgh School
His only compleint today is that bhe has lost track
of most of his schoclmates whom he said were a

fine Fe also taught in the Sunday Sehool
2t St Church at Cook and Caledonin
where he was confirmed. He was 3 member of
mzdw.mﬂwapmtcns“mmerummh
Maygee and Saturns islands as a group.

Bul it waz musie which was originally the
means whereby John Ellioft as 2 young man
decided leave his native Victoria and setthe in
Jordan er. He had Jeft schoal and was then
working with Cecil Heaton who ran the muasis
department at the former David Spencer
department sinre before Eatom's took aver. Ha
warked in the music department for a year and &
half and tharouchly enjoyed it Then ane night he
went out to Jordan River to play the piano for a
dance Once there he fell in love with the place

;:ﬂm the spur of the moment deckled ® remain
eve.

He feit that here at last he had found s litfle
niche where his talents could crme intn foll play,
and he éould carve a path for himself This was
tway back in 1916, and he followed 8 honch then
and has never sinece had occasion to Inel back. Ha
has many happy memories of the time spent
such pleasant snvirommect. Re immediately pot a
Jjob at the wellknown BC. Hydro plant as

From then on it was an upw=rd climb with
his becomning in miccessian oider, oDerator,
engineer in charge. and lastly filling the
important position of plant superintendent.

During this time he birted himssH whele-
!mrh-dha inta every phasze of the operstion, and
participated in every form :d' activity in the area.

“T even hrmught hack a follow o life by
artificial respiration. which 1 had learned in three
Years' of training with the St. John Ambulanes.
He was electrocuted and hadly burmnt ard was in
the hospital for a year That was away back in
1919. T am very hanov to say he lived and raised
a family Be jost diad two years 2po.” Jack said
In Ms own modest way. =

It seemed that so far whatever he fackied he
gckled hard and effectively always pishing

rouch to the ultimste siccesz he envis
) : aged for

Affer 33 years af Jordan River Mr. ETlinée
retnmed tn Victoria to take up the position of
superintendent of all B.C. Hvdro stations ~n the
Isiand. He continned in this capacity until his
retirement a few years apo.

He is one of the few men todsy wha i never
too old for work or play.

At age 68 poom after hiz retirement thig
remarkable man lsanched out intn an entirsly
new and exciting career. He apnlied to 3 motor
oil company for &8 b as a salesman, “mret to
keep busy,” and was accepted. Within two months
he digplaved his prewess in salesmanship by
selling over 53000 worth of the product which
snmrised and delichted the company. .

Still he kad nlenty of time to it outside of hig
delichtful Straits home where he haz an
tmobetructed view of the sea. and watch ships gn
by He also plays hridee. and s on the retired
employees team of the B.C. Hydro v lndoor five-
pin bowling,

His team had the honor of winning the Armotf
tronhy  played agamst Vanceuver and the
masinland

. "The dayx are too short now,” says Iack
reference o his variows activities. T can't eram
enoo=h ints them."

The years many though they bhe which have
pazsed over hiz head hmve not furrowed the brow,
nor dimmed the brightness of his eyes 2s they
would have already done with most men 20 years
hizx jurior Hiz fum rugped frame carries a
surprising resilience for 2 man of ™ who has
aceomplished so much.

He f& alive and vibrant, has 8 calm foreefnl
character, a buoyant persomality. and 2 strong
physical stamina. This is proved by his ability to
still work hard at selling, and play goMf regularly
two momnings a3 week, and a murprisingiv good
Eame he plays, too. Tt is pomitively exhilarating
be in the company of men such as John Elliott,

Why does Jack wowk and still take a lively
terest in 20 many things, and lead such a full

¥y B

and strenoous physical life? “To keep from
zﬂingddmdcm::hﬂy.mdmmmm."
BAYE.
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