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New Power System Underway 
.. 

1ver 
I 

Plant to Fill Peak Power Period 
By HARBY YOUNG 

ll■al■e.. Eclllor 

'.lbe ake». llt111e community 
d Jonlan Rive~ on tile­
northern abore11 ol .-.e turbu­
lent Juan de Fuca Strait .la 
ent~ring its fourth boom in 
more than 60 ye,rs. 

The cause, thi~ time. ls the 
reconstruction or the Jordan 
Riv~leotric genera• 
tion 1yatem. a multi«iilllon 
dollar project now being un­
der'8ken by B.C. Hydro and 
Power Authority. 

During the nt'xt hto yP.ara 
8tP ~ommunily will buzz aa up 
to 3.'10 woricers are ~mplo)'W'd 
nn the development. Th~ 
rtew camP,-11re beinc pre­
pared to hoole the worken. 
who include hard rnck mJne.rst 
hravy equipment opera.ton, 
steel worken, and electri­
cians. 

i Lo•1in1 Boom 
Strangely enough Jordan 

ftiver !Dint Giffie km prun­
lnence when 11» or l tr I n a I 
hydro,.electric plant wu ln-
1tal~ theft }uet before the 
Flnt World War - from 1909 
to ml. 

Then came a logging boom, 
In whid1 most f1 4he acces­
•ible hie timber ~ b area 
WU felled by the Puget Sound 
Lumber Qmpa.ny and othen, 

once the construe lion worken 
left It relapsed to Its outpogt 
quiet. Will lt do the same 
again In 19n when the 
Hydro'• new job 1, com­
pleted? 

\\'hat B.C. Hydro Is doing at 
:.Jordan River is to increase 
the generating capacity ot the 
191.1 stat!oo nearly 1bc: times. 
Its new peak will he 150,000 
kilowatts by alngle turbine 
genera1ion. The old planfs 
capacity was 26,400 kilowatt4' 
- a mere drop in the buckpt 
1'0 far as present electricity 
standards are concerned. 

Secomlary Energy 
The nflw pJant will ~ usNI 

to provide power for peak use 
~riods and will he a source 
or s~ondary ene.ity whenever 
surplus water is available. 
But the volume of wa·ler 
available Is not sufficient to 
keep jt going tor prolonged 
periods. 

What 19 m01t Important, 
however, to Victoria and 
Vancouver Island as a whole 
is that the new eource 0£ 
energy will raise the Island 
generating capacity to a level 
that will keep moet al th-, 
l~land In supply even if, in an 
eme~ency, the supply 'from 
the mainland rrld via 1tle Gulf 
or Georgia submarine cable 
~comes unavailable for abort 

danger for the lal part ol 
1he Island. l 

\Vork la alread ell unde-r 
way at ~ordan River. 1be 
main contractor i■ Emil An• 
derson ot Hope, which hold.a 
two \.U1tract1 worth ov,er 
$17,000,000. 

Tunnel DrUled 
One ~ thPse Js f.or a three­

end-a-haJf ml1e tunnel which 
6s now being drilled tlrough 
&<>lid rock from just above 1he 
generalling plant to the new 
1-:Uiott about one mile south ot 
the main reservoirs. 

'fhi1 contract 1• for 
$7,497.571t 

The olhe«- Anderson oonbract 
worth $9,547,957 11 for the 
construction of the new JJ(M"er 
bouse,.Jl,e 1-:Uioct Dam itBelf, 
the penstockA and the 1ail­
race. 

Two Japanes~ firms are 
providing the electrical eq\jp,­
m~nt. The turbine and gover­
nor Ja being 1upplied. by 
N i.ssho-Iwa.l for $864,000 and 
the ~neratOl' by Mitaubishi 
for $9111 251. 

Apart from the two ga 1fler-­
ing dams, the earth tiJJed 
Bear Creek darn. and 1he 
concrete diversion dam on tile 
Jordan River. all the old 
operation will disappear when 
the new power comes on• 
stream in 1971. 

View from the mouth of t,he new tt1nnel Jookln~ 
down towards a conrttruction camp at iordan Biver. 
The penstock1 will be laid down the exc&vatr.d 
slope 'to the new power house site.-( B.C. Hydro) 

,·& Hey Is to a iaappPar com­
pletely. 

for thP. railway and lls 
E'Quipment from operatoMl or 

our 
yean worked rat the Jordan 
River plant, and was &r 2'l of 
thoae years 1he plant superin­
tendent •• wen •• a leading 
citilen of the Jordan Rive~ 
community. 

The work bee on the 
Jordan R l v e r devplopment 
will probably reach ita peak 
next summer when It i1 
estimated tbM-e will be 350 
pers<ms -~mplo~d on the 
various p h a • ~ a <1. con• 
1truction. 

Some of them will be locals 
- including aome thrown idle 
when the COPl)el" m,ne end 
mill operation on the other 
side ot the river was closed -
but most will ~ tmporta who 
will live In one ot the three 
construction camps. 

ThPs~ are the Powerhorn,e 
carnp on t i d e w a t e r that 
muses 150; the Tunnel camp 
at the top ol the penstock hill 
housing 125. and ontt at }~Uiott 
ds m now be in2 assembled. 

The hard-rock minerw 11re 
presently working trun the 
1outn end of the new tunnel, 
but later crews " -'ill sba.rt 
driJling from tile north end to 
speed up the process. 

Project Manager 
Project manager for B .C. 

Hydro is ooe ot the wortd•s 
experts on hydro construction 
pro~cts. 

He i1 Sam Walker. who was 
top man on the spot for the 
Duncan and Arrow Dams oo 
the Columbia River which 
R.C. Hydro completed well tn 
advance ot schedule. 

Walker, befort" joining B.C. 

" 
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Walker waa born In Re-gina I ·­
and receivNt his hif:her edu­
ration at Queen·• University 
at \<1ng1ton. • 

Al though the old install a lion I 

is now oUi of date and pigmy I 
in ill aize, it was regarded as 
a major engineering achieve-
1nent when put into production 
in 1911. 

Althourh 1he o1d hl5tallation 
i• now out d date and pigmy 
tn lt1 llize, 1t was regarded as 
a major engineering achieve• 
ment when put into production 
in 1911. 

It wa~ built under very 
tl1·ing physical circumslance1, 
and it may be or some 
interest that ~ first non 

O•ly lntelllceat, K11owleqe· 
8flekl11r People Will AUead 

WIN8TON- CHUBallLL'I 
LECTURE: 

Today'• CritM 
BIAFRA • EGYPT· ISBAEL 

Ja Penoa at 
Mt~PbehOII PlayllouN 

St\1., NOVEMBER R 
Yes, only cognoscenti wtll ap­
preciate MR. CHURCHIIL'S 
enlightening talk, based on 
first-hand experieace about 
these three .. in - the - news" 
countries. 

HE WAS ntERE! 
HE KNOWS! 

Jndian lady to go into the nPw Why not comp in and find 
community as a bride still . , out the real fact.JI? 
liVf'S in Sook~. I 111 Pt-rtlf)D Prtt11entatln11 el 

Tina MacVicar. wif~ of. th~ I 
fj rat superintendent of the 
plant, probably knows mor@ 
ttian anyonP. living- of the 
Parly days of the community 
when the onlv accr.se to thfl! 

I"Plt of the world was by 
horseback trail or ~t. I 

.. 

-----WINSTON 
C NU RC HI L~ 

Good 11taat• now at McPhflnon 
Tlwatr1t: IS.00, 12.10 
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Then came a logging boom, 
In whim moat ~ ttle acces­
■ibl• hie Umber ~ h area 
WU felled by the Puget Sound 
Lumber Company anl others, 
and tilftl came the bonanza -
unhappily a short one - ol 
the Cowichan Copper minine 
operatioo1 at Swiro. 

···-- ...... . ...... ~.... .. .. _...,.. ...,. ........ 
ltdand In supply even if. in an 
eme~ency, the supply 'from 
the m~nland grid via 1he Gulf 
or GeorgJa submanne cable 
lx'comes unavailable for short 
periods. 

concrete diversion dam on 1he 
Jordan River. all the old 
operation will disappear when 
the new power comes on .. 
stream in 1971. 

- - - ,,- --- - - -

1Jope 1o the new power house site.-( B.C. Hydro) 

In all these periods Jordan 
HiYeti bustled and fussed as 
only a piooeer town does, but 

Added to the generating 
capacity at other B.C. Hydro 
sta tiooi on tti~ Island -
Campbell Riv~r, Puntledge 
and Ash - it l"Nlloves much 
of the Nnergency black-out 

Railway Di.appear, 
The narrow gauge railway 

which i,an from the Fore Bay 
Dam• above the power h~e 
for 52~ tnllet1 to th~ divenion 
dam Up tile Jordan River 

,,, lley 15 l.o a isappear ~om­
pletr-ly. 

Like so many of th~se spur 
lint's to industrial devPlop,, 
m~nt, thtt railway ls outmoded 
and ha! already bee,] replaced 
by roads. 

It is interesting to note B.C. 
Hydro has a number of offers 

EXISTtNG O.VEISIOH__..__.,._..., 
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Dotted line 1hou,3 l11nMth of project 

- --

tor 1 he railway and l Ls 
equipment from ~rator9 ot 
outdoor mu!ileums and recrea­
t ion ~f:'ntres for use a! a 
special t o u r i • t at1r&ction. 
\'1here the old railway will 
finally find a home is not yet 
c~rta in. 

Also to disappe-ar I~ 1tle old 
wooden nume that cairied the 
wa te-r from the diversion dam 
down the Jordan River valley 
to the Fore Ba.y dam at the 
railway terminus . 

Leaky and d~crepit. the 
flume will be replaced by the 
lf>.foot diametrr tunnel that 
will handJe the gl!eli Uy ln­
c rfl'a sed flow of water !the new 
:pc,iwer house will require. 

Plant Dumantled 
The old genec-atill&' plant 

near the mouth ol the Jordan 
River will also be di8rnamled. 

ThP Elliott dam which will 
he 117 feet h1&h and 430 feet 
long has been named after J . 
M. ( J ackJ ElJiott , a now 
retired Vjctorjan who for 43 

. . 
Duncan and Arrow Dami on 
the Columbia River which 
R.C. Hydro completed well in 
advance ot. schedule. 

Walker. before joining B.C. 
Hydro, wa1 with Alcan and 
Rrascan on hydro project& in 
South America. 

_...,.H_ ij a eking 
Admitted 

VANCOUVER (CP) - A 23-
yeu-old Carp!nt« pleaded guil­
ty Thur8day to tak.ine part in 
the hijackinl Oct. 21, of about 
$40.000 worth ot liquor and a 
tractor trailer unit from the 
CPR terminal in downtown Van• 
oouver. I 

Wesley Gnlham LanKtat also 
pleaded &Uilty 1X> eight counts 
of p&Minl phmey cheques tota I­
ling $2,483 at banks in Van• 
couver, Rid•nond and Burnaby. 
He wu remanded for 1entence 
to Nov. 7. 

THE PRICE 
OF GtASSES 

••Did I let value for my money!u 

Money &pent on good quality and accurately mad@ glassea 
is always money well apent . Few things you buy mean 
as much In health a.nd well bt-ing aa good glasses. The 
rea.l cost is In doing without 1tle best , for the only pair 
of eyes you ever ha\i·e. 

You too can recei, ei the fin11!olt of. service when you brlnl 
your prescription for glasses to . • . 

• LOCATIONS TO SERVE l'OU 




