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e for Doughty Czechs
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- By PHIL NEWSOM 
From Prague

A “V” tor victory sign 
flashed by a broadly smiling 
Alexander Dubeclt suggested 
more than any communique 
Thursday that the Czechs 
have held their own in their 
confrontation with the Rus­
sians.

Dubcek's "all is well"

declaration was the Icing on 
the cake.

The meeting obviously bad 
involved tough talks on both 
aides. -
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The unprecedented session 

involving the top leaders of 
both countries originally had 
been expected to last only a 
day. But it stretched into two, 
then into three and finally into

three and a half before 
insurance of a noncommittal 
communique saying only that 
on Saturday a meeting would 
be held in the Czech city of 
Bratislava.

It would bring together not 
only Ute Czechs and Soviets 
but also Russia’s hard-line 
Warsaw ' pact allies, Poland, 
East Germany, Hungary and 
Bulgaria.

Explosive Situation Developing

Growing Irish Radicalism 
Produces Fears of Violence

By ROBERT C. TOTH, from Dublin

Ireland Is building up a head of steam on the Left which 
could make Irish politics far more Interesting, If not explo­
sive. In a rather short time.

The Labor Party, the oldest, smallest, but fastest grow­
ing of Its thre^^naln parties, has adopted policies that are 
more radical than those of the British Labor Party.

A minority of the main opposition party, Fine Gael, last 
month called for “socialist" programs.

Even the Irish Republican Army, archetypal symbol of 
old nationalism, has decided to agitate for a “socialist work­
ers republic.” The IRA's new attitude particularly worries 
some political leaders who recall that Irish tradition associ­
ates social reform with physical violence.

The ruling Fianna Fall party has responded by propos­
ing, lor the second time In nine years, that the Irish electoral 
system be changed. If the voters In an October referendum 
accept tho new system, Fianna Fall probably will remain In 
power for another five to IS years.

That could push the emerging radical sentiment into more 
extreme opposition because experts calculate that with the 
new system the Labor Party’s 22 seats in parliament would 
be cut to seven.

Whatever happens in tho fall, Irish political parties from 
now on will be distinguished by Ideology rather than sub­
merged by 50-year-old national republicanism that inhibits 
progress.

Labor-Is now the most potent force on the Left. Member­
ship has doubled In two years, and last year after Ireland's 
two most active, biggest and wealthiest anions affiliated with 
it, the party nearly doubled its seats on the DnbUn city coun­
cil to IS. It is significant that Dublin contains one out of every 
four Irishmen in the republic.
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“Me begin with the rejection of capitalism,” party leader 
Brendan Cornish told Labor’s annas! meeting last weekend. 
And following his lead, the conference adopted socialist policy 
after socialist policy.

It came out for public control of industry, hanking and 
credit, and mineral resources. In agriculture It wants the gov­
ernment to take over from large landowners, and In foreign 
affairs it wants diplomatic relations with Russia and the 
Soviet bloc.

The recent convention of the Fine Gael opposition saw a 
major session disrupted by young people demanding that the 
party declare Itself socialist.

And that hard core of republicanism, the IRA, last month 
decided to soft-pedal Its old demands for unification of the 
Island In favor of agitating, via trade unions and social and 
cultured organizations, for a socialist workers republic.

conform to practices In this most unionized country In West­
ern Europe.

The Sinn Fein party, of which the IRA Is the militant 
arm, has Indicated that It will contest parliamentary elec­
tions. It has abstained until now because it refused to take 
part In any government thnt rules less than nil of the Irish 
isle.
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Another notable development is on the religious front. 
It Is not surprising perhaps that there are left-wing priests, 
but these are now speaking out publicly for better housing 
and social welfare. One Dominican father who lectures at the 
Catholic University College, the Rev. Fergal O’Connor, went 
so far as to declare himself a Marxist during a television 
program. '

This upswelling of leftist sentiment is surprising only In 
that it appeared so suddenly, for Ireland has a long tradition 
of radicalism. ,

The martyred James Connolly, who co-founded the Labor 
Party in 1912 and who led the Irish Citizens Army In the 1916 
rebellion, was an avowed Marxist revolutionary. The 50th an­
niversary of that revolt has brought mnch of his writing back 
into print—the Labor Party uses many of his slogans and 
principles—and this may explain the new leftist sentiment.
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Another factor may be that many Irishmen have become 
familiar and favorably Impressed by the British welfare state 
which absorbs, at least for a while, most of the 40,000 annual 
immigrants from Ireland.

And younger people may just be getting fed up with try­
ing to Influence the ruling Fianna Fall party to take tnoro 
drastic steps to improve the economy. Ireland suffers under 
the highest unemployment rate In Western Europe (7.5 per 
cent) and about the lowest standard of living—the average 
weekly wage Is $33.

Fianna Fall has a four-seat majority In the 144-mcmber 
parliament but it seems to be slipping, and Its concern for 
the future seems reflected In Its desire to exchange the pres­
ent proportional representation system for tha British 
system.
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Reform Is probably necessary, for proportional represen­
tation Is archaic and cumbersome. Each of 38 constituencies 
elects three, four or five men to parliament by means of 
preferencial and transferrablo votes. It Is a sea of confusion 
to the uninitiated. It suffices to note that the man who gets 
most first-preference votes may not get elected In the end, 
and it usually requires six days to figure out who won.

But it is clearly in Fianna Fail’s Interest to sponsor re­
form now. The single-seat, slmplo majority vote system 
would give the party a majority of at least 99 and perhaps 
120 seats In parliament, it Is calculated.

But from here, it seemed 
the Bratislava meeting would 
be anticlimatic.

The others would learn only 
what the Czechs, led by 
Dubcek, and the Russians, led 
by Party Secretary Leonid I. 
Brezhnev, already bad 
decided.
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On both sides there had 

been issues from which 
neither could retreat.

Hie Russians had accused 
the Czechs of moving toward 
counter-revolution under the 
guise of democratic socialism.

They feared tor the future 
of the Wars&w pact, the 
military instrument by which 
they had erected a defence 
barrier stretching from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea.

AAA
Defection by the Czechs 

would split the pact In two, 
opening a direct line between 
West Germany and the Soviet 
Union and rendering the War­
saw pact useless.

A successful and rebellious 
Czechoslovakia, giving Its 
people a free voice, inevitably 
would have its effect on the 
papulations of others within 
the bloc. On their side, the 
Czechs had three paints from 
which they also could not 
retreat.
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They were freedom of the 

press, a right of all people to 
participate in their govern­
ment and the so-called 
rehabill tation of those 
wronged by the deposed Stalin­
ist regime of former president 
Antonin Novotny.

Here, the belief Is that the 
Czechs are going to be given 
a chance to prove that they 
say — and that’s all the 
Czechs ever asked.

The Czech press, voluntarily 
but under strong government 
and ' party pressures, will 
desist from any outright 
attacks against the Soviets 
and will refrain from ridicule 
and cartoons and other pub­
lished material. Opposition 
parties will participate in the 
government only after agree­
ing to a program outlined by 
the Communist leadership.

AAA
The Czechs will demon­

strate that they can carry out 
their reforms and still remain 
loyal partners in the Warsaw 
pact.

Hie Bratislava meeting will 
be used by the Soviets and 
their partners as a record to 
hold the Czechs to their word.

Failure could mean either 
military occupation or econ­
omic boycott.
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Tho IRA has already marched In Dublin In favor of bet­
ter public housing. It also claimed responsibility for the re­
cent burning of six buses used by an American firm In Shan­
non to transport non-union workers to its strikebound factory, 
and an IRA spokesman said more of the same was possible 
If American companies, who come for lax benefits, do not

When the change was first submitted to voters In 1959, 
It was beaten by 33,700 out of a total of 040,000. Odds are 
about even that it will lose again, In which event the gov­
ernment may be obliged to call new elections within a year.

The various leftist movements are now uncoordinated 
and at times even Incoherent, bnt should they coalese, they 
Just might oust Fianna Fall from power after 35 years.

B.C. Experts Discuss Possible Effects

Dams and Wildlife
Aocinclal fish and game 

branch officials cay the pro­
posed Jordan River dam will 
probably have few adverse 
effects on wildlife, compared 
to the Peace River project.

The three experts r Dr. 
Clifford Carl, provincial 
museum director, fish and 
game branch assistant direc­
tor Don RnMnson and fish­
eries management chief Ed 
Vernon, all agreed drowning 
at animals was the least of 
profctoma facing wildlife.

A A A .
Mr. Ternon said the Jordan 

River project would neces­
sitate surveys before any 
accurate predictions could be 
made.

He Raid that because the 
area is used by sportsmen, 
the debris created in the 
manufactured lake would 
have to be cleared.

However, referring to the 
Peace River project which 
has been gathering water 
beMnd the dam sinoe late 
■prlng, the three men's 
opmonB tnnrerea.
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Dr, Oart was first to 

comment on the effects of the 
Peace project.

“H you Include all the bugs, 
critters and crawlers, then of 
course there will be some 
drowning — quite a lot, in 
fact," he said.

He was later supported by 
toe others in claiming the

By ARNOLD OLSON

larger animals would Just 
move out as the water level 
rose.

“What Is Interesting is the 
effect on the whole ecology of 
the country," he added.
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He said the environment 
would change as water plants 
began to glow in the area, 
which would toad to a change 
in the species of animals 
frequenting the area.

Dependent upon rain and 
snow conditions, the Peace 
River dam will reach Its full 
height in three to seven years.

Dr. Oart said drowning 
would occu f when some 
anitnals seeking refuge on 
islands were submerged 
rising waters.

by

“It would have been nice Jf 
we could have had more than 
our preliminary survey, but 
we coiddn't spare either the 
time or men,’’ he concluded.

Mr. Robinson said one 
Peace area problem was the 
vague possibility of an 
exchange of species.

"This could be disastrous. 
You wouldn't want pike get­
ting into a salmon river," he
said, i" ............... ...........
He said pike were competi­

tive with and frequently ate 
salmon, and that Peace River 
pike could wipe out Fraser 
River salmon if a transfer 
took place.

"It captures the people’s 
imagination,” he said of 
drowning possibilites, and 
added, “of course we’re going 
to lose tome animals due to 
flooding.

"Were also going to lose 
some revenue," he added.
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He said trappers’ lines on 
tlie Peace would be flooded, 
but British Columbia Hydro 
and Power Authority ..had 
compensated them for losses.

He said a crew in the Peace 
River area was assessing the 
new shoreline to reduce wild­
life and revenue losses.

He agreed with Dr. Carl's 
prediction that ecologioal 
changes w ou 1 d be more 
drastic than drowning, and 
gave moose as an example.
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He said the rising waters of 
the Peace would make tre­
mendous changes In their 
winter range areas.

He said modifications to the 
Frkzer River drainage area 
had been made, to reduce 
transfer of fish species

between the Fraser and Peace 
Rivers.

Northern waterways ha v e 
always faced this hazard 
under natural conditions, be 
■aid.

Mr. Vernon said Mr. Robin- 
eon overlooked one possibility.

"There is a slight possibility 
— there are pike in the Peace 
River reservoir area," he 
said.
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He said, the danger was 

offset because the lake- 
dwelling pike would not Kve In 
■wift flawing water.

"But if they do get Into the 
reservoir, they win establish 
themselves,” he added.

He said Fraser River flood 
control projects in the future 
might, make the transfer 
possible, but the change most 
likely to occur would be 
beneficial, with downstream 
benefits to sport fishermen.

The cooler water flowing 
from the Peace dam, with its 
controlled flow, would be 
conducive to trout propaga­
tion.
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. He said because of cost, 
debris from dead trees would 

'not be cleared in the isolated 
reservoir area.

}' "Whatever species of fish 
develop there, won’t be avail­
able to the angler for several 
years,” he said, and described 
Whitefish end knkarree (land­
locked salmon) as lire most 
likely species.
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