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Pioneers of Jordan River Hydro
Had Courage to Dream and Dare

By PATRICIA SKOWAISA

T/if Jordan River power houte it a record of
toll ton, enterprite, organisation ond engineering -a
lotting monument to a handful of men who in the early
J 900t realised the potential of an almost entirely un-

known mountain tlream.

The average light or p-wor
eonaumer can have very Kttfe ktow
ot what, trrmc-ndoua reaoureaa, In
the form ot plant and equipment,
boa lo be aaaembled and put toto
action before a tingle kilowatt ot
electricity cun be tranamltted over
lhe wire* to we can tn)ry kt wealth
of ueea from driving machinery In
fucVirir* V» having our t-aat and
coffee In the marling with "the
juice,”

Pre Umimtiy Inveailgatl-in  of
Jordan River aa a p-aalWe eouroc of
new power waa undertaken by He-
Into O M, Tripp, Vancouver Mend
general euperlnl-nd-nl, who r-orHzrd
aa early aa 19*4-7 that lhe Goto-
atream hydroa-Ir-trlc plant, together
with the aleam tiiml in ttv Rock
May aubstati at would aoon be
Inaufficient to meet the rapUMy
growing demands placed on the BC,
Electric Company by Victoria and
the aurr-ejndlog dfatricta an) that
the Company w»-uld, In keeping an
eye to ttr future, have to eonaider
the development of bydrrwdectrtc
f-owrr on a «c»le which, at But
time, teemed almoat funtaatlc.

Work commenc«i -«i the Jordan
River development In September,

1900. Tito venture aa authorized
tn"Mudod the continK'tion of a dam
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and etoruge rewvoir on, respec-
tively, Bear Creek and AHIgak»r
Crwk; a main diverting wrka rat
Be- Jrxlan River, two atre-ng*
raeervrirs, a diverting wurka on V
Creek, a flume or ditch, a regulating
reaervoir, a power houae and the
kwtaNateai therein of etoctrical
maebtoory, a pipeline, and a trans-
nu»n m line, Bpeclflcatkan on die
pernxevot diverting dam called Utr
ennerete mixed to the unalatency
known aa "aloppy,”

All heavy equipmwit and auiqilled
had to be Ir«n»t»>ril to .lonian
River by Water, and Ibis waa quite a
to- -Mem In iteeif became there waa
no harbor and the water waa too
ebnMow to allow the toga to bring
the scows id"atgatde the wharf. Thai
neeeaaitated running tow laws
aahore and piling toe aciwa atong-
atde by hand, where they were
unloaded by an electric derrick.

Payrolls were caJciAsted In toe
Victoria nttiee tni the men were
paid on the j-b once * month. The
men eurri-d brass toga with a
numbw that corrtsapondesl on the
payr-M ad "no tog n: pay" wae toe
rule.

Marry Porter ,waa ar»pdnted
hydro supervkwir tor Jordan River In
1MB. He explained how tom toe
phydoul aspect ap<w Or e-swtruc-
hon nt tola plant must hava town a
tr-urwral sat task.

The magnitude and difficulty of
thia wxk can only la- apprectaUal
whan k la ex|4aned that more than
<000,000 free of timber waa used In
the rebuilding and that the flume
had to ba kept In Ml eommtoeton
throughout the four yean toe work
waa In progress

Next an toe agenda svua toe
emstruottor. of a BwdAmawd etruc-
June In toe aptBwwy at toe ttveraton
dam to Inareaaa toe atonage
capacky of Or r—rrynlr by aome 20

per oent, or an amount -(.avaterk to
1,420 000 kilowatt hours,

F-aiowing tola a Mingle urdl power
plant waa Install-d witoto tor
diversion dam alruclin®* (that
otwretod by ulkizing the head at
water stored behind the dam and to
automatically entr-Hcdt, k open
alee at varying loads uronrdtog to
toe water requirements of toe mean
Jordan River place aa toe wator.
after passdng through the h/rtane cd
toto ptont, emphnt Into die fume
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